
 

Battery /Caged Hens  
 

• Over 90% of eggs sold in Australia come from caged hens. 
 

• Caged eggs come from over 10 million caged hens in battery farms. 

 
• A single battery farm can contain thousands of battery hens, stacked in cages as high as 5 

rows above each other, in enclosed sheds. 

 

• A battery hen spends her entire life cramped inside a shared cage. 
 

• Each cage usually holds between about 3 to 5 birds. 
 

• Each hen’s floor area is smaller than an A4 piece of paper. 

 
• With her wings outstretched, a hen is twice the size of a typical battery cage. 

 

• A battery hen in a cage cannot express any of her natural instincts such as perch, dust bathe, 
spread her wings, feel the sunshine or build a nest to lay her eggs. 

 

• Hens can become so desperate to build nests to lay eggs, that they have been seen to lay their 

eggs in the rotting corpses of other chickens in their cage. 
 

• Stressed and overcrowded hens often peck each other. To stop this, in many factory farms, a 
heated blade is used to cut off the tips of the hens’ sensitive beaks. This is called debeaking and 

is done without any anaesthetic.  

 
• Lack of exercise can cause hens' bones to become weak, brittle and break easily.  

 

• Some hens have broken bones and can die from ulcers, infections or starvation. 

 
• Half of all chicks born are male and they are considered useless by the egg industry so they are 

killed when they are about 1 day old. 

• In order to eat, crowded hens push against the wire cages. This often rubs off their feathers 

leaving raw spots on their necks, chest and other tender areas.  
 

• In a natural environment, a hen’s claws are worn down from walking. As battery hens never 

have the opportunity of walking, their claws grow long. Sometimes the claws can curl around 
the wire floor of the cage making movement impossible. 
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